


As an accredited law enforcement agency in the State of Florida, the University of South 
Florida Police Department meets or exceeds over 200 standards set by the Commission for 
Law Enforcement Accreditation. USF is one of over 100 law enforcement agencies in the 
state to meet these strict standards. What this means for the community we serve here at 
USF is they have a professional, value based law enforcement agency working for them.

The USF Police Department employs only sworn and non-sworn professionals willing to 
carry out the agency’s mission:

To protect life and property, to understand and serve the needs of any and all persons within the 
university community, to actively seek to identify community problems and solutions to those 
problems, to identify and prevent any criminal activity which may occur, and to improve the 
quality of life in this community.

By having a mission statement, we are committed to ensuring a safe environment in 
which to learn and work. My role as Police Chief is to provide the tools and professional 
growth needed to fulfill this mission. We train many of our officers to provide crime 
prevention advice and training to the community.  Some of these programs include Rape 
Aggression Defense, Burglary and Theft Prevention, Date/Acquaintance Rape, Office 
Safety and Security, and Alcohol Awareness to mention a few.

The USF Police Department also provides a full range of police services. Routine patrol of 
the campus and residential areas, traffic law enforcement, accident investigation, criminal 
investigations, dignitary protection and crowd control at special events are some of the 
services the USF Police Department provides.

As in any community, a safe environment is dependent upon the partnering of the 
community and law enforcement agency of jurisdiction. It is with this in mind that I 
encourage you to contact the USF Police Department whenever you need to report a 
crime, want crime prevention programming or have a suggestion as to how we can work 
together to make the University of South Florida a better place to learn and work.

Sincerely,

Thomas G. Longo, JD
Chief of Police

From the Chief of Police



University Police, Tampa Campus
Corner of Fletcher and Maple Drive
 Emergencies ...................................... 911
 Non - Emergency ...................... 974-2628
 
USF Police, St. Petersburg
Corner of 5th Avenue South & 2nd Street. .... 
 Non-emergency ................ (727) 553-4140

New College of Florida Police at Sarasota
VKC-121
 Non-emergency ...............  (941) 359-4210
 On-campus  ................................... 2-4210

The Advocacy Program
 Tampa Campus  .......................  974-5757
 St. Petersburg Campus ...  (727) 553-4993 
 Sarasota Campus ...........  (941) 252-5156
 
Counseling Center
 Tampa Campus  .......................  974-2831
 St. Petersburg Campus (DAV 115)
   ......................................  (727) 553-4993 
 Sarasota Counseling & Wellness Center ..  
   ....................................... (941) 359-4254
  on Campus .................................. 2-4254

Judicial Services
  Tampa Campus  .....................  974-9443
  St. Petersburg Campus .. (727) 553-3462
  Sarasota Campus .........  (941) 359-4348

Employee Assistance Program 
  Tampa Campus  ...................... 974-5649
  St. Petersburg Campus .  (727) 553-4993 
  Sarasota Campus .........  (941) 359-4254
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Campus Security Act
 In 1990, President Bush signed into law the “Student 
Right to Know and Campus Security Act.” This act requires 
all postsecondary institutions to prepare, publish and 
distribute certain information regarding campus crimes and 
policies relating to security.
 The University of South Florida is a comprehensive 
research university with campuses in four locations includ-
ing the following: Tampa, St. Petersburg, Sarasota and 
Lakeland. Specific information for each campus is available.

The University Police Department
 On the Tampa Campus the University Police Depart-
ment is located at the corner of Fletcher Avenue and Maple 
Drive. The University of South Florida Police provide a 
full range of public safety services to the community 24 
hours a day, seven days a week on the Tampa Campus.  
All University Police officers are certified by the State of 
Florida after completing minimum standards training from 
the Regional Police Training Academy.
  General services provided by the University Police 
include car patrol, foot patrol, bike patrol, criminal investiga-
tion of all misdemeanors and felonies, traffic enforcement, 
crash investigation, special events management and crime 
prevention programs.
 The University Police Department has an excel-
lent working relationship with all local law enforcement 
agencies,which assures the delivery of professional police 
services. The Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
and other state and federal agencies are available to 
assist upon request. Communication and coordination with 
all area law enforcement agencies are maintained on a 
24-hour basis via computer networks, such as the Florida 
Crime Information Center and the National Crime Informa-
tion Center.
 The University Police Department routinely publishes a 
Police Activity Report that is available through USF News 
or upon request. The University Police will make timely 
reports to the campus community on serious crimes that 
rerpresent a continuing threat to students and employees 
and have been reported to campus and local law enforce-
ment agenices.

Procedures to Report Criminal Acts or Emergencies 
on Campus
 Any emergency situation involving a threat to life or 
property should be immediately reported to the University 
Police. The caller should stay on the line until the dis-
patcher terminates the call. Do not hang up. Emergency 
police, fire or medical assistance can be obtained by calling 
9-1-1. All campus phones, including pay phones may be 
used to dial 9-1-1 at no charge. All other business can be 
conducted by calling 974-2628.

Emergency Blue Light Phones are located throughout 
campus and are equipped with automatic location indicators 
and have instruction for the hearing and speaking impaired.

Campus Sexual Assault Policy
 The USF Police Department is responsible for the 
investigation of campus sexual offenses. The USF Police 
Department provides immediate assistance to the victim 
and initiates investigative processes to apprehend the 
perpetrator of the crime. The USF Police Department works 
closely with the Hillsborough County State Attorney’s Office 
in all investigations of sexual battery/rape investigations.
 Complaints of sexual battery/rape are serious criminal 
offenses that will be processed within the criminal justice 



Security of Campus Facilities/ Residence Halls
 The University of South Florida is a public institu-
tion and, with the exception of residence halls, is 
open to the public during the day and evening hours 
when classes are in session. After these hours, 
University buildings are generally locked and only 
faculty, staff and some students with proper identifi-
cation are admitted. University Police provide regular 
patrol of University buildings as well as parking lots.
 Resident students are issued a key at check-
in so they may have access to their living unit. 
Students are encouraged to safeguard keys in order 
to enhance their personal safety and the safety of 
others. An effective residence hall security system 
program depends upon resident cooperation, staff 
supervision and University Police assistance. The 
best security system is one in which every member 
of the community takes personal responsibility for 
self-protection and the protection of their property.
 University Police (UP) officers regularly patrol the 
residence halls and are readily available to assist on 
a 24-hour basis. The University Police Department 
also has a satellite office in the residential area 
with officers assigned to the residential facilities 
to specifically deal with the needs of residential 
students. A Resident Assistant or Night Clerk is on 
duty in residence hall complexes every night for 
security purposes. These security measures and 
personnel are representative of our concern for the 
protection of your person and property. Maintenance 
personnel make security inspections and corrections 
as needed. Students are encouraged to call the 
housing office or the police department to promptly 
report security deficiencies.
 The Physical Plant Division maintains University 
buildings and grounds with a concern for the safety 
and security of all persons and property. Inspections 
are routinely conducted and repairs are promptly 
made to ensure that appropriate safety and security 
standards are maintained. The University Police 
Department assists Physical Plant personnel by 
reporting potential safety and security hazards which 
include conducting campus lighting surveys and 
reporting outages. Students, faculty and staff are 
also encouraged to call Physical Plant to report any 
safety or security hazards.
 A representative of the University Police depart-
ment is involved in the review of architectural plans 
for new facilities or major renovations to existing 
buildings. Specific recommendations are made to 
enhance the security of all facilities before contrac-
tors begin working. The University Police Depart-
ment also conducts physical security surveys of 

campus facilities that may be vulnerable to criminal 
intrusion. Specific recommendations are made 
regarding security hardware, alarms or procedures 
that will serve to reduce the opportunities for crime 
to occur in or around campus buildings.

Off-Campus Student Residence
 At the Tampa campus, many of our students live 
in privately owned fraternity houses or apartments 
located near the campus. The local law enforcement 
agency of jurisdiction is responsible for providing 
police services to these students. The University 
Police Department offers crime prevention programs 
emphasizing security measures that these residents 
can take to protect themselves.
 The University Police initiates regular contact with 
local law enforcement agencies regarding criminal 
activity occurring at off-campus student housing 
complexes. The University Police Department meets 
regularly with the managers of off-campus housing 
complexes to discuss specific concerns and recom-
mendations for improving security precautions.
 The University Police Department annually
provides the Student Government sponsored 
Off-Campus Housing Office with a brochure which 
assists students in evaluating the security of off-
campus apartments.  This brochure identifies  
security features that should be available in off cam-
pus complexes, steps for forming a neighborhood 
watch group and other basic prevention precautions.

Suzanne’s Law
 This federal law is named after Suzanne Lyall, a 
State University of New York at Albany student who 
has been missing since 1998.  It requires local police 
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We need your help!
A majority of the crashes on roads are caused by driver error. Below, you 
will find some useful tips that can help make your trip pleasant and safe. 
Please observe these traffic tips and help us prevent crashes.

Please Drive Safely…
 • Always use your seat belt, make sure everyone else is buckled up.
 • Don’t drink and drive.
 • Designate a driver.
 • Drive defensively.
 • Avoid rear-end collisions.
 • Check brake lights often, signal before turning or changing lanes.
 • Follow at a safe distance.

Please Walk Safely…
 • Cross streets at crosswalks.
 • Walk on sidewalks.
 • If there are no sidewalks, walk on shoulder facing traffic.
 • Watch out for all moving vehicles.
 • See and Be Seen.

Theft is the biggest crime 
problem facing the university 
community. Most thefts can 
be prevented or made less 
likely to occur if attention is 
paid to the following:

• Unlocked doors are a thief’s best friend. 
Even if you are going out for only a few 
minutes …Lock Your Door!
• At night – all office equipment – both 
personal and the University’s should be 
placed in a locked desk or cabinet whenever 
possible. Items such as computers should be 
bolted to desks. Money and stamps should 
be stored in a locked cash box which is kept 
inside a locked cabinet or desk.
•  Each office should have an inventory of 
both the University’s and personal effects that 
are kept on the premises. Serial numbers 
and USF I.D. numbers should be recorded 
because they make recovery and identifica-
tion of stolen items easier. An up-to-date 
record of all equipment out on repair, out on 
loan, or replaced should be kept.
•  When in libraries or other public places 
(dining halls, University Center and the 
like), backpacks, books, purses and wallets 
should not be left unattended, even for a few 
minutes. In the time  it takes to get  a book 
or a meal, a purse or wallet can be stolen 
easily. Faculty and staff members should lock 
purses and other valuables in their desks. 
Valuable items should never be left out in the 
open.

TEXTBOOK RECOVERY
•  In addition to writing your name in your 
textbook, pick a special page and write your 
driver’s license number in the margin. Do 
this with every book you own. Report stolen 
books to the University Police immediately. 

Then notify the Book Buyback areas. As a 
result, you have a good chance of getting your 
books back and a book thief will be identified 
and apprehended.

BICYCLE RECOVERY
•  The more expensive and attractive your 
bicycle is, the more likely it is to be stolen. A 
mechanically sound, generic appearing bicycle 
is a less likely target.
•  Lock your bike.
•  The best protection for your bike is to secure 
it properly with a hardened steel “U-shaped 
lock”. 
•  If your bike is missing call the University 
Police immediately.
•  To assist in the recovery, you should record 
the serial number and keep it in your wallet, 
engrave your driver’s license number on the 
frame and register your bike with Parking Services.

•  The USFPD Crime Prevention Unit will 
gladly assist with engraving your bike, and 
choosing the right lock. All of these services 
are FREE. For an appointment call, 974-2859.







 The SAFE Team is an on-campus escort pro-
gram that provides members of the USF community 
a safer option for getting to their car or residence 
hall after class or heading to or from the library to 
study. SAFE Team patrols the campus at night and 
provides assistance to students in a variety of ways. 
SAFE Team’s first priority is to reduce students’ risk 
when they are most vulnerable—while walking by 
themselves or waiting for someone to pick them 
up. The SAFE Team (in one of their golf carts) can 
provide a safe escort for these students. In addition, 
as SAFE Team patrols the campus, their presence 
deters criminals from having an opportunity to com-
mit a crime without being observed. All suspicious 
activities are reported to the University Police. Final-
ly, SAFE Team creates awareness around campus 
about how to avoid violent crimes and ensures your 
personal safety while on-campus through programs 
and showcases. If you feel uncomfortable walking 
alone at night while on campus call 974-SAFE 
(7233) for a safe escort to your destination. SAFE 
Team Staff plays a vital role in USF Tampa Campus’ 
distinction as one of the safest college campus in 
the entire State of Florida.

SAFE Team
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