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Education 
 
2000 - PhD  University of South Florida – Tampa 
   Major:  Aging Studies 

Dissertation:   Antecedents of euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide 
Major Professor: Donna Cohen, PhD, Professor  

 
1981 - MLIR   Michigan State University - East Lansing 
   Major:  Labor and Industrial Relations (with honors)  
 
1980 – BA   Michigan State University – East Lansing 
   Major:  Communication (with honors)    
 

Professional Development 
 
2016 Academy for Teaching and Learning Excellence Summer Teaching Symposium, USF 
 
2008 Advanced Workshop in Narrative Medicine, Program in Narrative Medicine, College of  
 Physicians and Surgeons of Columbia University 
 
2007 Narrative Medicine Workshop, Program in Narrative Medicine, College of Physicians 

and Surgeons of Columbia University 
 
1999 EPEC (Education for Physicians on End-of-Life Care), American Medical Association 
 
1997 Intensive Bioethics Course, Joseph and Rose Kennedy Institute of Ethics, Georgetown  
 University 
 

Academic Appointments and Non-Academic Employment 
 
2013-2014  Associate Chair, Department of Communication, USF 
 
2012-present  Associate Professor, Department of Communication, USF 

University of South Florida 
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Honors and Awards 
 
2015 Top Papers in Ethnography, Southern States Communication Asso
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Roscoe, L. A., & Schonwetter, R. S. (2006). Improving access to hospice and palliative care for  
patients near the end-of-life:  Present status and future direction.  Journal of Palliative Care, 21, 
46-50. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., Osman, H., & Haley, W. E. (2006). Implications of the Schiavo case for  
understanding family caregiving issues at the end-of-life. Death Studies, 30, 149-161. 
   
Roscoe, L. A., Schonwetter, R. S., & Wallach, P. M. (2005). Advancing geriatrics education:   
Evaluation of a new curricular initiative. Teaching and Learning in Medicine, 17, 355-362. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., Egan, K. A., & Schonwetter, R. S. (2004). Creating an academic-community  
provider partnership in hospice, palliative care and end-of-life studies. Cancer Control:  The  
Journal of the Moffitt Cancer Center, 11, 397-403. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., Malphurs, J. E., Dragovic, L. J., & Cohen, D. (2003). Antecedents of euthanasia 
and suicide among older women.  Journal of the American Medical Women’s Association, 58,  
44-48.   
 
Nixon, L. L., & Roscoe, L. A. (2002). Anticipating deep autumn:  A widening lens. Journal of 
Medical Ethics: Medical Humanities, 28, 82-87. 
  
Roscoe, L. A., & Krizek, T. J. (2002). Reporting medical errors:  Variables in the system shape 
attitudes toward reporting adverse events. Bulletin, American College of Surgeons, 87, 12-17. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., Malphurs, J. E., Dragovic, L. J., & Cohen, D. (2001). A comparison of Kevorkian 
euthanasia cases and physician-assisted suicides in Oregon. The Gerontologist, 41, 439-446. 
 
Schonwetter, R. S., Redmond, L., Lowell, J., Roscoe, L. A., 
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Peer-Reviewed Short Pieces 
 
Roscoe, L. A. Being clear about your last wishes can make death easier for you and loved ones. 
(April 30, 2018). The Conversation. http://theconversation.com/being-clear-about-your-last-
wishes-can-make-death-easier-for-you-and  
 
Clements, M. L., Roscoe, L. A., McClung, C., Wenham, R. M., & Shahzac 0 , M. M. (2017). Bald 
and beautiful? Quality-of-life and chemotherapy





 8 

Dillon, P. J., & Roscoe, L. A. (2015, April). African-Americans and hospice: Narratives of 
terminal illness and end-of-life care. Paper presented at the Southern States Communication 
Association Convention, Tampa, FL. 
[Top Papers in Ethnography] 
 
Roscoe, L. A. (2014, November). Reconstructing risk and crisis: How academic perspectives 
may offer practical suggestions for public policy. Paper presented at the National 
Communication Association Convention, Chicago, IL. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., & Eisenberg, E. M. (2013, November). Sense-making in emergency medicine:  
The role of the patient’s story in triage. Paper presented at the National Communication 
Association Convention, Washington, DC. 
 
Dillon, P., Roscoe, L. A., & Jenkins, J. J. (2011, November). African Americans and hospice 
care: A qualitative meta-ethnography of decisions about hospice care. Paper presented at the 
National Communication Association Convention, New Orleans, LA.  
 
Tullis, J., & Roscoe, L. A. (2011, March). Communicating life-limiting diagnoses and prognoses 
to cancer patients and families:  Ethical and practical considerations. Paper presented at the 
Southern States Communication Association Convention, Little Rock, AR. 
[Top Papers in Language and Social Interaction]  
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McMillan, S. C. & Roscoe, L. A. (2007, October). End-of-life research: A true collaboration 
between the university and community hospices. Paper presented at the International Research 
Conference on Service Learning and Community Engagement, Tampa, FL.   
 
Corsentino, E., Watkins, S., & Roscoe, L. A. (2006, April). Support for family caregivers of 
persons with Huntington’s disease and Parkinson’s disease. Poster presented at the USF 
Undergraduate Research Symposium, Tampa, FL.  
 
McCarty, C., Kaplan, M., & Roscoe, L. A. (2006, April). Optimizing final days: A multi-sensory 
& life review approach. Paper presented at the Student Mentoring Conference, Lexington, KY.  
 
McCarty, C., Jang, Y., & Roscoe, L. A. (2006, April). Financial burden and caregiver appraisal 
as predictors of depression in Alzheimer’s caregivers. Paper presented at the Student Mentoring 
Conference, Lexington, KY. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., Hyer, K., & Engh, B. (2005, November). Quality-of-life at the end-of-life for 
nursing home residents: Perceptions of hospice and nursing home staff members. Paper 
presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Scientific Meeting, Orlando, FL. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., McCall, M., Haley, W. E., Corsentino, E., & Sanchez-Ramos, J. (2005, October). 
Caregivers of persons with late-stage Huntington’s disease:  Preliminary observations. Paper 
presented at the Huntington Study Group Conference, Philadelphia, PA.  
   
Schonwetter, R. S., Roscoe, L. A., Nwosu, M., & Zilka, B. (2005, May). Quality-of-life and 
symptom distress in hospice cancer patients taking chemotherapy. Paper presented at the 
American Geriatrics Society Annual Scientific Meeting, Orlando, FL. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., Hyer, K., & Engh, B. (2005, March). Nursing and hospice staff members’ 
perceptions of ability to influence end-of-life care in nursing homes. Paper presented at the 
Center for Hospice, Palliative Care and End-of-Life Studies conference, “Quality and Meaning at 
End-of-Life:  Practice, Policy and Research,” Tampa, FL. 
 
Schonwetter, R. S., Nwosu, M., Zilka, B., & Roscoe, L. A. (2005, January). Chemotherapy use 
among hospice cancer patients. Paper presented at the American Association of Hospice and 
Palliative Medicine/Hospice and Palliative Nurses Association Annual Scientific Meeting, New 
Orleans, LA. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., Hyer, K., & Engh, B. (2004, November). Pleasure and pain:  Nursing and 
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Roscoe, L. A., Malphurs, J. E., Dragovic, L. J., & Cohen, D. (2003, November). Self-determined 
death among older women: A comparison of suicide and euthanasia. Paper presented at the 
American Academy of Hospice and Palliative Medicine Annual Scientific Meeting, Orlando, FL.  
 
Schonwetter, R. S., Roscoe, L. A., & Wallach, P. M. (2003, May). Advancing geriatrics 
education:  Evaluation of a new curricular initiative. Paper presented at the American Geriatrics 
Society Annual Scientific Meeting, Baltimore, MD.    
 
Roscoe, L. A., & Schonwetter, R. S. (2003, March). Advancing geriatrics education:  The 
development, implementation and evaluation of a week-long curricular program for medical 
students. Paper presented at the Association for Gerontology in Higher Education Annual 
Meeting and Educational Leadership Conference, St. Petersburg, FL.  
 
Roscoe, L. A., Schonwetter, R. S., & Wallach, P. M. (2002, November). Teaching medical 
students to care for older patients: Results from a pilot ‘Geriatrics Week.’ Paper presented at the 
Gerontological Society of America Annual Scientific Meeting, Boston, MA.    
 
Ferguson, D. M., Roscoe, L. A., & Wallach, P. M. (2002, November). Clerkship order effect on 
group scores in a clinical performance examination. Poster presented at the Association of 
American Medical Colleges Research in Medical Education Conference, San Francisco, CA.  
 
Ferguson, D. M., Roscoe, L. A., & Wallach, P. M. (2002, November). The influence of patient 
gender on stethoscope use in a clinical performance examination. Poster presented at the 
Association of American Medical Colleges Research in Medical Education Conference, San 
Francisco, CA.  
 
Roscoe, L. A., Malphurs, J. E., Dragovic, L. J., & Cohen, D. (2001, November). Antecedents of 
euthanasia and suicide among older women. Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of 
America Annual Scientific Meeting, Chicago, IL.  
 
Roscoe, L. A. (2000, April). An interdisciplinary dissertation in aging studies focused on end-of-
life issues.  Paper presented at the Southern Gerontological Society Annual Conference, Raleigh-
Durham, NC.    
 
Roscoe, L. A., Malphurs, J. E., Dragovic, L. J., & Cohen, D. (2000, November). An analysis of 
Kevorkian euthanasia cases and U.S. mortality data.  Paper presented at the Gerontological 
Society of America Annual Scientific Meeting, Washington, DC.  
 
Roscoe, L. A., Malphurs, J. E, Dragovic, L. J., & Cohen, D. (1999, November). Physician-
assisted suicide and euthanasia in older men and women: Comparing characteristics of the 
Kevorkian and Oregon cases. Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual 
Scientific Meeting, San Francisco, CA.    
 
 



 11 

Roscoe, L. A. (1999, November). Physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia: Lessons from 
Michigan. Paper presented at the Florida Hospices and Palliative Care Annual Symposium, 
Orlando, FL.  
 
Roscoe, L. A., Malphurs, J. E., Dragovic, L. J., & Cohen, D. (1998, November). Characteristics 
of euthanasia and suicide among older women. Paper presented at the Gerontological Society of 
America Annual Scientific Meeting, Philadelphia, PA.    
 
Malphurs, J. E., Roscoe, L. A., & Cohen, D. (1998, November). Revisiting older suicide: A 
comparison of antecedents between men and women. Paper presented at the Gerontological 
Society of America Annual Scientific Meeting, Philadelphia, PA.        
 
Roscoe, L. A., & Cohen, D. (1997, November). Cognitive attributions, depressive symptoms and 
hopelessness as predictors of perceived desirability of physician-assisted suicide. Paper 
presented at the Gerontological Society of America Annual Scientific Meeting, Cincinnati, OH.    
 
Invited Addresses and Workshop Presentations 
 
Roscoe, L. A., & Schenck, D. P. (2018, January). How not to die: Ethical communication at the 
end of life. Presentation given as part of the USF College of Arts & Sciences Trailblazers Lecture 
Series.  
 
Roscoe, L. A. (2017, May). The meaning of everything. Presentation given to the Morton Plant 
Mease Hospital Ethics Committee, Dunedin, FL. 
 
Roscoe, L. A. (2016, September). The meaning of everything. Presentation given to the St. 
Joseph’s Hospital Ethics Committee, Tampa, FL.  
 
Roscoe, L. A. (2014, September). [More] conscious communication in clinical settings. 
Presentation given to the St. Joseph’s Hospital Ethics Committee, Tampa, FL. 
 
Roscoe, L. A., & Davidson, L. G. (2014, April). Reflecting on communication: Effective 
communication for chaplains in the hospital setting. Presentation given to the BayCare Health 
System, Tampa, FL. 
 
Roscoe, L. A. (2013, April). Beyond good intentions and patient perceptions: Competing 
definitions of effective communication at the end-of-life. Keynote speech given at the 6th Annual 
Ethics Symposium, Lehigh Valley Health Network, Allentown, PA.  
 
Roscoe, L. A. m (2011, October). Hannah Wilke’s Intra-Venus. Paper given as part of a panel 
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Roscoe, L. A. (2008, January). Improving communication effectiveness through building 
narrative competence. Presentation given to fellows in the USF College of Medicine/Lifepath 
Hospice and Palliative Care, Inc., Fellowship Program in Hospice and Palliative Medicine, 
Tampa, FL.     
 
Roscoe, L. A. (2007, October). Communicating with older patients. Presentation given to 
residents in Orthopedics, USF College of Medicine, Residency Program in Orthopedics, Tampa, 
FL.  
 
Roscoe, L. A., & Schenck, D. P. (2004, April). Spirituality and aging: In search of a good death. 
Lecture given at Center for Clinical Bioethics’ Annual Faith, Ethics and Healthcare Conference, 
Georgetown University, Washington, DC.   
  
Roscoe, L. A. (2003, April). Ethics, healthcare decision making and older women. Grand 
Rounds presentation given to the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, College of 
Medicine, USF. Tampa, FL.  
 
Roscoe, L. A., & Nixon, L. L. (2002, May). Using medical humanities to anticipate the aging 
experience. 
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2009-2010 Principal Investigator, “A study of communication between head and neck cancer  
 surgeons and their patients.” American Cancer Society-Institutional Research  
 Grant  Program, (60-14599-01-01-SB), $30,000 

 
2003-2004 Principal Investigator, “Providers’ perceptions of and ability to influence  
  quality-of-life  domains for nursing home residents at the end-of-life.” Community  
  Partnership Faculty  Grant, USF Collaborative for Children, Families &  
  Communities, $11,734 
 
2000-2002 Co-Principal Investigator (T. Krizek, PI). “Attitudes of surgeons toward reporting  
  adverse events.” Institute on Aging Pilot Research Grant, $7000 
 
2006-2007 Principal Investigator, “Building Bridges:  Interdisciplinary Paths to Palliative  
  Care for Persons with Diverse Conditions (Cancer, Dementia and Heart Disease).”  
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IDH 3400 Social/Behavioral Science Honors Symposium: Family Communication at the 
End of Life (Honors College) 

 
SPC 4431 Family Communication 
 
PHL 4930 Social Issues in Biomedical Ethics  
 
Graduate 
 
COM 6001 Theories and Histories of Communication  
 
COM 6025 Health Communication  
 
SPC 6934 Communication at the End-of-Life 
 
SPC 6934  Narrative Medicine 
 
COM 7933 Communication Ethics 
 
GEY 7936 Pro-Seminar for PhD in Aging Studies  
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Continuing Professional Education 
 
Hospice & Palliative Medicine Practice Review Course; September 13-14, 2008 (Conference 
Planning Committee Member) 
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Patrick Dillon, PhD: African Americans and hospice: A culture-centered exploration of  
            disparities in end-of-life care, 2013 
Shelby Forbes, PhD: Organizing disability: Producing knowledge in a university 
            accommodations office, 2014 
Julia Barnhill, PhD: Giving meaning to grief: The role of rituals and stories in coping  
           with sudden family loss, 2011 
Jillian Tullis, PhD: Communicating spirituality, dying and a good death at the end-of- 
           life: The role of hospice interdisciplinary team members, 2009 

 
Doctoral Committee Member, Other Departments 

Melissa Welch, Department of Sociology, 2017-present 
Carley Geiss, Department of Sociology, 2017-present. 
Loren Wilburs, PhD, Department of Sociology: Family dynamics and the management of 
          chronic pain, 2015.  

` Elizabeth Baker, PhD, Department of Community and Family Health: Illness perceptions 
          of Polycystic Ovary Syndrome, 2014 

 
Doctoral Defense Chair 

Hilary Morgan Dotson, PhD, Department of Sociology: More to love: Obesity history and 
          romantic relationships in the transition to adulthood, 2014 
Elissa Foster, PhD, Department of Communication: Intimate strangers: Relationships      
          between hospice volunteers and Patients, 2007 

 
Master’s Degree Committee Chair, Department of Communication 

Grace Peters, MA: In Heaven: Christian couple’s experiences of pregnancy loss, 2015 
Robyn Handy, MA, 2012 
Joanna Bartell, MA, 2010 

 
Master’s Degree Committee Member, Department of Communication 
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Research Mentor 
          Shirley Watkins, PsyD, Postdoctoral Fellow in Geropsychology, 2005-2006 
 
Undergraduate Honors Thesis Advisor 
 Estephany Rodriquez, 2014-2015 
 
Undergraduate Honors Thesis Committee Member 

Dana Putney, Honors College Communication Major, 2013 
            Stephanie Owen, Honors College Pre-med/Med Major, 2007 
            Nicole Wood, Honors College Communication Major, 2007 
            






	Roscoe, L. A.  (2016). Sometimes laughter is the best medicine. Health Communication, 31, 1155-1164. [Epub ahead of print October 12, 2016]. doi: 10.1080/10410236.2016.1227295

