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Vulnerable older adults in residential long-term care are at risk of injury and death in disasters. This study aims to
examine the effect of two recent powerful hurricanes in Texas and Florida on the health and safety of residents of

nursing homes and assisted living communities. This research will provide evidence to improve critical disaster
planning and response to help protect the lives of vulnerable older adults.



conducted among executive nurses at VA units nationally to understand the barriers and facilitators to
implementation of EBP curriculum for nurses.
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Logistics and Financing of Retirement Communities for Higher Quality of Long-Term Care for Older Persons.
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The proposed research has three specific aims: 1) To examine the meaning and context for autonomy as these are



This project is an ethnographic study of two active adult communities, two independent living communities, two
assis



Elders’ Expectations of Retirement Communities

Contract with Liberty Health Services

Co-Principal Investigators: Victor Marshall, Ph.D. (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

and Debra Dobbs, Ph.D. Dates: 04/01/2004 to 06/30/2006
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This project used participatory action research methodology in collaboration with retirement home residents to
longitudinally examine resident's expectations and satisfaction with a newly developed CCRC in Chapel Hill.
Baseline (prior to move in) and 12 month data was collected on the first cohort of residents about expectations
and concerns and a second cohort of residents (prior to move in) during September, 2005.
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The primary purpose of this study was to identify and validate in an assisted living setting a cut point by which
the Minimum Data Set Cognition Scale (MDS-COGS) best screens for dementia in the assisted living population.
Information from the MDS-COGS is collected about 130 residents in eight assisted living facilities in the
Triangle, North Carolina. This information is compared to the diagnosis by a neurologist, determined by a battery
of neurological memory tests at the facility.

Defining A Good Death for Residents in Long Term Care




facilities; (3) to examine facility-level characteristics as these might shape the processes of stability, decline and
change. The study is a qualitative, ethnographic sequential study of 6 assisted living facilities in Maryland.

End of Life and the Dying Process Initiative: Spiritual Care at the End of Life
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The goal of this study was to provide the first systematic overview of spiritual care at the end of life by health
care providers.
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The goal of this study was to describe and understand the determinants of elders’ attitudes toward serious illness,
death, the dying process, and advance care planning.

Meeting the Mental Health Needs of Elders in Assisted Living Facilities: Facility and Community Factors.
(Retirement Research Foundation),

From 07/01/01 to 06/30/02

Principal Investigator: Rosemary Chapin, Ph.D. (University of Kansas, School of Social Work)

Role on Project: Co-Investigator

The purpose of this study was to conduct a longitudinal analysis of individual and facility level factors that predict
length of stay in assisted living prior to discharge to a nursing home in a sample of 236 residents in AL settings in
Kansas.

Residents” Perceptions of Mental Health Needs. Kansas Departments on Aging and Social and Rehabilitation
Services, from July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002.

Principal Investigator: Rosemary Chapin, Ph.D. (University of Kansas, School of Social Work)

Role on Project: Project Coordinator

This qualitative study interviewed a sample of AL residents in Kansas about their mental health needs and barriers
to meeting those needs.

Individual and Facility Factors Associated with Length of Stay in Assisted Living and Residential Health Care
Facilities: A Longitudinal Analysis. Kansas Departments on Aging and Social and Rehabilitation Services, from
July 1, 1999 through June 30, 2001.

Principal Investigator: Rosemary Chapin, Ph.D. (University of Kansas, School of Social Work)

Role on Project: Project
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Dobbs, D. (2002, November). The relationship between staff commitment and family satisfaction in assisted
living settings: A multi-level analysis. Poster presen
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Dobbs, D. (2010, November). (Discussant) Getting to know you: The social world of assisted living. Symposium
conducted at the Annual Scientific Meeting of the Gerontological Society of America (GSA), New Orleans, LA.

Dobbs, D. (2010, November). (Chair), Perceptions of age and aging. Symposium conducted at the Annual
Scientific Meeting of the Gerontological Society of America (GSA), New Orleans, LA.
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Krok, J., Dobbs, D., Hyer, K. & Polivka-West, L. (2009, November). What structural and process characteristics
are related to resident advance care planning in nursing homes? Paper presented at the meeting of the USF
Center for Hospice, Palliative Care and End of Life Studies, Tampa, FL.

Dobbs, D. & Emmett, C. (2007, December). Advance care planning and the Health Belief Model. Paper presented
at the meeting of the USF Center for Hospice, Palliative Care and End of Life Studies, Tampa, FL.

Dobbs, D. (2007, January). Quality Improvement at the end of life in assisted living. Paper presented at the
meeting of the USF Center for Hospice, Palliative Care and End of Life Studies, Tampa, FL.

Dobbs, D. & Chapin, R. (2001, May). Assisted living and residential health care facilities: What do they offer
older adults? Paper presentation at the Kansas Governor’s Conference on Aging, Topeka, KS.

Honors

Selected Participant at the National Institute on Aging Technical Assistant Grant Workshop, November, 2002.
Selected Participant at the Social Policy and Aging Institute, Syracuse University, Faculty Workshop, June, 2012
GSA Fellow, SRPP Section, May, 2011

Selected Participant, Palliative Care Research Cooperative Group Clinical Trials Intensive, 2019

Selected Participant, National Institute on Aging, Center for Aging and Serious IlIness, Dementia Palliative Care
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2017- July, 2023
Aug, 2023 -

Grant Review Activity

2016 to present
2016

2020

2021-23

University
2006-present

2013 —present
2013-present
2013- 2016
2017-2020
2020-2022
2020 to present
2021 to 2022
2021 to presen

College
2013

2013-2014
2013-2015

Editor, Gerontology and Geriatric Medicine Journal
Editor-In-Chief, Journal of Applied Gerontology

Research Grant Reviewer Alzheimer’s Association
External Reviewer, Promotion and Tenure, University of Pennsylvania, Dr. Hirschman
Research Grant Reviewer, Retirement Research Foundation
Ad hoc Study Section Reviewer, National Institute on Aging
e PAR-20-070 Research Infrastructure Development for Interdisciplinary Aging
Studies (R21/R33 - Clinical Trial Optional), November, 2021.
e PAR19-374 Complex Integrated Multi-Component Projects in Aging Research
(U19 Clinical Trial Optional)
e PAR-23-053 Research Infrastructure Development for Interdisciplinary Aging
Studies (R61/R33 Clinical Trial Optional)

Member, USF Center for Hospice, Palliative and End of Life Studies

Exec Committee Member, USF Center for Hospice, Palliative and End of Life Studies
Research Committee, USF Center for Hospice, Palliative and End of Life Studies

USF College of Behavioral and Community Sciences Representative, Graduate Council
Member, Council on Faculty Issues, USF

Member, Sabbatical Committee, USF

Academic Director, USF Center for Hospice, Palliative Care and End-of-Life Studies
Member, Faculty Success Finances and Infrastructure Initiative Panel

School of Aging Studies Faculty Senate Representative

CBCS Grievance Committee
CBCS Tenure and Promotion Committee for Instructors
C
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2017 — present

2013-15
2013- present
2016- present

Member, Parent Teacher Student Association of Cypress Creek Middle High School,
Wesley Chapel, FL

Member, Florida Pioneer Network

Volunteer, St. Mark Catholic Church (Tampa, FL) SMART (Senior

Volunteer, Pasco County Florida Chapter Moms Demand Action
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