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Vulnerable older adults in residential long-term care are at risk of injury and death in disasters. This study aims to 
examine the effect of two recent powerful hurricanes in Texas and Florida on the health and safety of residents of 
nursing homes and assisted living communities. This research will provide evidence to improve critical disaster 
planning and response to help protect the lives of vulnerable older adults.  
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The proposed research has three specific aims: 1) To examine the meaning and context for autonomy as these are 
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This project is an ethnographic study of two active adult communities, two independent living communities, two 
assis
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Elders’ Expectations of Retirement Communities    
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This project used participatory action research methodology in collaboration with retirement home residents to 
longitudinally examine resident's expectations and satisfaction with a newly developed CCRC in Chapel Hill. 
Baseline (prior to move in) and 12 month data was collected on the first cohort of residents about expectations 
and concerns and a second cohort of residents (prior to move in) during September, 2005.   
  
Screening for Memory Problems in Assisted Living   
Contract with Janssen Medical Affairs, Inc.  
Principal Investigators: Sheryl Zimmerman and Phil Sloane (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill) 
Dates: 12/01/2004 to 07/30/2006  
Role on Project:  Co-Investigator   
Award Amount: $264,271 
The primary purpose of this study was to identify and validate in an assisted living setting a cut point by which 
the Minimum Data Set Cognition Scale (MDS-COGS) best screens for dementia in the assisted living population.  
Information from the MDS-COGS is collected about 130 residents in eight assisted living facilities in the 
Triangle, North Carolina.  This information is compared to the diagnosis by a neurologist, determined by a battery 
of neurological memory tests at the facility.  
 
Defining A Good Death for Residents in Long Term Care   
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facilities; (3) to examine facility-level characteristics as these might shape the processes of stability, decline and 
change. The study is a qualitative, ethnographic sequential study of 6 assisted living facilities in Maryland.   
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Role on Project: Co-Investigator 
Award Amount: $195,000 
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The goal of this study was to provide the first systematic overview of spiritual care at the end of life by health 
care providers.  
         
Challenging Life Events in Older Persons                
National Institute on Aging 1-K23-AG01033     
Principal Investigator: Tim Daaleman, D.O, MPH (University of North Carolina, School of Medicine) 
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Role on Project: Co-Investigator 
Award Amount: $629,183 
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The goal of this study was to describe and understand the determinants of elders’ attitudes toward serious illness, 
death, the dying process, and advance care planning.   
 
Meeting the Mental Health Needs of Elders in Assisted Living Facilities: Facility and Community Factors.  
(Retirement Research Foundation),  
From 07/01/01 to 06/30/02 
Principal Investigator:  Rosemary Chapin, Ph.D. (University of Kansas, School of Social Work) 
Role on Project: Co-Investigator  
The purpose of this study was to conduct a longitudinal analysis of individual and facility level factors that predict 
length of stay in assisted living prior to discharge to a nursing home in a sample of 236 residents in AL settings in 
Kansas. 
 
Residents’ Perceptions of Mental Health Needs.  Kansas Departments on Aging and Social and Rehabilitation 
Services, from July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002.  
Principal Investigator:  Rosemary Chapin, Ph.D. (University of Kansas, School of Social Work) 
Role on Project: Project Coordinator 
This qualitative study interviewed a sample of AL residents in Kansas about their mental health needs and barriers 
to meeting those needs. 
 
Individual and Facility Factors Associated with Length of Stay in Assisted Living and Residential Health Care 
Facilities: A Longitudinal Analysis.  Kansas Departments on Aging and Social and Rehabilitation Services, from 
July 1, 1999 through June 30, 2001.  
Principal Investigator:  Rosemary Chapin, Ph.D. (University of Kansas, School of Social Work) 
Role on Project: Project 
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